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vided their number falls short of that required for the
mutawatir. The value (hukm) of this report is, that
though it does not establish positive knowledge, it creates
obligation for conduct. This is the Hanifite view. Some
claimed that it does not create obligation for conduct since it
does not engender knowledge, as conduct may be based on
knowledge alone. Conversely, some hadtth-folk expressed
the view that the " individual " report engenders knowledge
since it creates obligation for conduct. The Hanifites sup-
port their view by evidences from the Koran, the ijmcf
and reason.

The "discontinuous" report (al-khabar al-munqatif).'1
This is the report in whose continuity of transmission, un-
like that of the former three reports, there is a break.

" Discontinuity " may be either formal (zahir) or real
(batin).2

(a) " Formal discontinuity/7 This occurs when the con-
tinuity of transmission is not complete all the way back to
the Prophet, as in the case of an unsupported report
(mursal) ,a that is, when there is failure to mention the chain
of transmitters, as, for example, when some one says, " The
Prophet said so and so," without supporting (isnad) his
statement by saying " So and so related to us, on the au-
thority of so and so, on the authority of the Prophet." The
unsupported reports (mursal) of the Companions are ac-
cepted unanimously, since they are reputed to be based on
direct hearing (simaf) from the Prophet himself. The un-

3 Tawfch, P- 367; Pazdawi, p. 722.

2 Tawfcb, p. 367.

3 According to the usage of the &ad*f/t-teachers, mursal means a re-
port, none of ifche transmitters of which has been mentioned; musnad
(supported) is used for the opposite.    On the other hand, the report
is called munqatf, if only one transmitter is omitted, and mue$al, if
more.